


Spellings for me 

 Spellings for Me is a spelling programme that creates individual 

spelling lists for every child.

 It is based completely on spelling ability, not age/class /STens etc.

 No two children will have the same spellings.

 It differentiates for every child - from children with dyslexia/weak 

spellers right up to especially gifted spellers.

 The differentiation of spellings is done for the teacher.

 Spelling strategies have to be specifically taught offline.



 There are 40 spelling tests

 Level 1 - Level 40

 Approximately 4,000 words (including the 3,000 most commonly used 

words. This makes up approx. 90% written and conversational English).

 Online Spelling Tests

 Arranged from easiest to most difficult but also frequency is taken 

into consideration.

 Each level has corresponding Dictation Sentences.
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 Short, frequent bursts of testing. e.g. 10/15 mins per day.

 They don’t have to complete the test. They can ‘save and exit’.

 Put a timer on. Stop when timer goes off.

 They will have 4/5/6/7 weeks to get locked out.

 Do not help them with their tests!
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Westwood (2003) queries how this individualisation of spelling programmes 

may be accomplished and states that ‘in classrooms containing twenty 

eight or more students it is virtually impossible to find the necessary time 

to devote to such a personalised approach.’  If there is a need to 

‘differentiate/individualise spelling instruction,’ and research evidence 

strongly supports this, then teachers need to be empowered as to how to 

plan and implement such instruction in classes with a high pupil-teacher 

ratio. 



Spelling Strategies Etymology

Morphology

Make it individual to each child based on their spelling needs



the study of word origins



the study of word structure (bases, suffixes, prefixes)

First introduced in 

Workbook B and 

continues to 

Workbook F.



the study of word structure (bases, suffixes, prefixes)





Spelling Test Level 13 (118 words) Dictation Sentences Level 13 (118 words)

Skip levels – Teacher Manual



Spelling Tests
• Children log into their own profile and begin testing at Level 1*.

• Any words they get right are forgotten* (Excel / certificates).

• Any words they get wrong are stored in their “Learning Words”.

• Once they have got a pre-set number of words wrong, they are locked out of 

spelling tests (their ceiling). This is set at 48 by default. This can be edited easily 

by the teacher.

• These 48* incorrect words goes to their “Learning Words” bank.

Fig 1: A child who is locked out of their spellings 

tests 

Fig 2: A child who is not locked out of their spellings tests 



Take your yellow tests 
until you are locked out.

Learn these words using 
your workbook.

Your teacher will unlock a 
Learning Words test.
This test contains the words 
you have just learned in the 
workbook. Take this test 
(orange tile).

Print your Learning 
Words grids. Cut and 
paste them into the 
workbook.
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Students stick 4 grids into              

the workbook. 

Grid 1 in Week 1

Grid 2 in Week 2

Grid 3 in Week 3 

Grid 4 in Week 4 

On Thursday morning    

of Week 4, the teacher 

will log in and bulk unlock 

the orange Learning Words 

test for your students. 

On Week 4, the children        
take turns and test on 

Thursday and Friday for 2/3 
sessions of 15/20 minutes. 
Two devices should be set up 
at the back of the room for 
these two days every month. 

On Friday afternoon the teacher logs in and 

bulk prints the next 4 grids for the next 4 

weeks and the cycle begins again. (2mins 

login time). 

Print Learning 
Words for all 
pupils. 

Rule: All children are 

testing on this week-

do not unlock tests on 

different weeks for 

children absent- keep 

the testing cycle easy 

for you to run as a 

teacher.




